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Urban  District  Council  of  Nor  ton -Rads  took 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Y0aI»  ended  31st  December,  1948>.v 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nort  on-Ra  ds  took 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  health  of  your  District  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1948. 

SECTION  A. 

TTJ  Area  (in  acres)  ...  ••• 

(2)  Population  ...  ... 

(3)  Number  of  inhabited  houses  .. 

(4)  Rateable  Velio  •••  ... 

(5)  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

(6)  Chief  Industries 

Coal  Mining 
Agriculture 
Paper  Bag  Making 
Printing 
Glove  Making 
Vtfagon  Repair  Works 
Timber  Constructional  Works 

Unemploymen t 

There  were  on  the  aver  ago  about  45  persons  unemployed 
each  wook  during  the  yoar  (Males  45,  Fomales  0). 

It  is  understood  that  most  of  the  unemployed  are 
almost  unemployable  owing  to  their  health. 

Proscribed  particulars  on  the  Adminis tr ation  of  tho 

Factories  Act,  1957 

Part  1.  of  tho  Act. 

(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  mado  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors)  Number  of: 

Promises  .  Number In  a  po  o  -~W  r  i  t to  n  Qccupiors 

on  Hog  is  tor,  't'lons Not  loos  .  Jrosocutod. 

(i)Factories  in 
.  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4  &  6 
are  to  be 
enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  43 

(  ii  )Fac  tor  ies  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  11 

(iil) Other  premises 

in  which  Section 
7  is  enf  arced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  0 


TOTAL...  54.  29.  0.  0. 
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3,360. 

12,132. 

3,406. 

£43,383. 

£170. 


V 


(2)  Cases  in  #iich  defects  wore  found:- 


Particular  s 

Number  of  Cases 
defects  were 

in  which 
found . 

Found 

Romo died 

Referred : 

To 

H.  M. 

By  H.  M. 

Inspec  tor 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cloanlinoss 

2 

2 

0 

1 

Ovorcr  owding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  Vontilaticn 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  Draining 

<• 

of  Floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  C onvenioncos : - 

(a)  Insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

0 

0 

0 

3 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

soxos 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total 

2 

2 

0 

5 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

prosecutions  wore 

instituted  -  Nil 

Part  VIII  of  -  the  Act. 

Outwork  -  Soction  110  - 

Naturo  of  Work  No.  of  Outworkers  in  August 

List  required  by  Sec:  110(i)(c^ 

Wearing  apparel  making..  108 


Vital  Statistics 


Bir  ths : 

Totals 

Malo 

Female 

Livo  Births;- 

Lo  git  ima  to 
Illegitimate 

166  (105) 

2  ( 4 ) 

84  (99) 

0  (2) 

82  (96) 

2  (2) 

168  (199) 

84  (101) 

84  (98) 

Still  Births:- 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

0  (6) 

0  (0) 

0  (2) 

(0) 

0  (4) 

0  (0) 

0  (6) 

0  (2)  ' 

0  (4) 

.(Note:  Figures  in  brackets  are 
comparability  factor  for  England 
and  Wa le  s  ) . 

The  birth  rato  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
was  13.  8. 


Deaths  . . 107.  Male  61.  Female  46. 

Death  rato  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  ...  ...  ...  8.7 

Death  rate  from  Puerperal  Causos.  ...  0 

Death  rato  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  ago: 

All  infants  per  1,000  livo  births  ..  6.0 

Legitimate  infants  por  1,000  livo  births 6.0 
Illegitimate  infants  por  1,000 

livo  births  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2) 


Do  a  ths  (Continued) 


Deaths- in  infants  under  1  year  of  ago 
Under  1  wook  . . 

1  —  ^  woe ks  • *  *  •  « .  .  .  . . .  . 

1-6  months  .....  . . 

6-12  months  ...  ....  .... 


•  *  •  ♦ 

•  •  •  t 

•  •it 
4  O  •  0 


•  •  •  • 

•  I  t  • 

•  tit 


0 

0 

1 

0 


Catlsos  of  doaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age  - 
Accidental  Inhalation  Pneumonia  ....  ....  1 


Doaths  from  Cancor  (all  ages)  .... 
Deaths  from  Measles  ....  .... 

Deaths  frem  Whooping  Cough  .... 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 
Deaths  from  Diphtheria  ...  .... 


16 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Causes  of  deaths  wore  : - 


Malo 


Fomalo 


Cancer  5 
Hoart  Disoaso  8 
Cerebral  Haomorhhago  or 

Thrombosis  7 
Othor  Circulatory  Disease  7 
Pneumonia  4 
Broncho  Pneumonia  1 
Bronchitis  4 
Silicosis  5 
Asthma  1 
Phthisis  2 
Nophritis  5 
Disoaso  of  Nervous  System  1 
Accident  3 
Suicide  p 
Pulmonary  Fibrosis  1 
Digestive  Disoaso  3 
Senility  2 
Meningitis  0 
Uraemia  p 
Maternal  Causes  0 


11 

8 

9 

3 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

•1 

1 

1 

0 

1 


SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area  - 


1.  Public  Health  Officors  of  the  Authority: - 


2. 


a  Temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time), 
jb)  Sanitary  Inspector  &  Housing  Officer 
(c)  Surveyor  &  Water  Engineer. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilitios  -  Provided  by  the  County 

(  )  Ambulanco  Facilities  -  Under  the  control  of  the 

Health  Department  of  County 
Council,  Taunton. 

The  service  is  good. 

A  car  service  is  also  providod  for  those  patients 
requiring  transport  to  hospitals  and  unfit  to  use 
public  vehicles.  It  is  hoped  that  in  this 
administrative  improvements  will  be  possible. 


(c)  Nursing  in  the  Homo  - 


The  Home  Help  Sc homo 
gre  a  t . 


an 


The  District  Nurses  provide 
oxcollei  t  service.  It  is 
considered  that  they  need  extra 
a  ss  is  ta  nco  , 

is  very  valuablo  .  The  scope  is 


(3) 


(d)  Treatment  Contros  &  Clinics. 


(i 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Tuberculosis  patients  receive  attention  at 
Leigh  Houso,  Racist  ock  under  the  County  Council. 
This  service  is  satisfactory.  Owning  to  the 
bed  shortage  there  is  frequently  do lay  in 
got ting  sanatorium  treatment  fer  patients. 


Venereal  Disease 
Bath  and  Bristol. 

<5) 


M.  Oil  UOOIa 

Thc  noop.f g&iglinics 


are 


Infant  &  Child  Welfare  Sorvicos.  Excdlont 
is  boing  done  at  the  local  Clinic.  It  is 
supposed  that  propor  accommodation  for  the 
Clinic  must  await  tho  provision  of  Health 
Contros . 


at 


work 


(iv)  Matornity  Sorvicos.  Difficulty  is  still 
Found  in  somo  'case's  in  finding  suitablo 
accommodation  for  confinements.  Arrangements 
aro  piocomeal.  A  matornity  hospital  for  this 
aro a  would  bo  a  groat  asset. 

'  /  * 

(o)  Hospitals  - 

Tho  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Paulton  was 
closed  during  tho  year.  Infectious  casos  aro 
sont  to  Shopton  Mallot  or  Bath. 

Concern  is  felt  at  tho  timo  it  totes  to  got 
specialists  opinions  and  treatment  at  hospitals. 

A  hospital  not  in  this  Immediate  locality  but 
used  by  this  District  has  at  times  refused  dire 
operative  omorgoncios.  r.  ;i.T ■  0yg 

Tho  continued  magnificont  work  pf  tho  hospitals 
often  taken  for  granted,  di  ould,  howovor ,  not  bo 
overlooked.  Thqir  work  is  incroosing  chiefly  owing 
to  improved  access  ability,  and  tho  willingness  of 
the  public  to  avail  thomsolvos  of  thoir  help. 


(f)  Health  Contros  ~ 

It  is  hoped  tho  provision  of  health  contros 
in  this  District  will  not  bo  long  delayed. 

SECTION  C . 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  tho  Area  ** 

(1)  Water. 

(a )  The  District  is  suppliod  from  throe  sources  - 

(1)  Tho  Bottle ho ad  Springs  at  Downhoad. 

(ii)  Downsido  &  Gurney  Slade  Springs. 

(iii)  Chilcompton  Springs. 


Tho  supply  gonorally  is  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

Out  of  many  tosts  one  was  not  satisfactory,  but 
tho  dofoct  was  remedied. 

Tho  water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 

There  is  no  source  of  contamination  known. 

Almost  all  houses  in  tho  District  are  supplied 
diroc  t  • 


(b)  Extensions  or  improvements  of  Supplies  during  yoar  - 

Extensions  have  boon  made  to  throe  now 
housing  sites. 

Tho  Chlorination  Plant  at  tho  Chile  anpten 
supply  has  been  overhauled  and  improvod. 

No  special  works  ore  no w  contemplated, 

(4)  ■ 


(2  )  Swimming  Baths 

It  is  hoped  that  this  may  shortly  bo  construe  tod. 

(3)  River  Pollution 

No  casos  have  boon  doalt  with  during  tho  yoar. 

(4 )  Sanitation 

Two  modern  sowago  disposal  plants  servo  this 
District,  a  largo  percentage  of  houses  being  linked 
to  tho  sowors  • 

No  further  extensions  have  boen  mado  but  100 
houses  hove  boon  linked  to  existing  sowors.  22  oarth 
closots  have  also  boon  converted  to  tho  water  carriage 
sys tom. 

Tho  scheme  for  soworing  tho  Thickctmoad  oroa  has 
boon  undor  consideration.  It  is  hoped  it  will  bo 
possible  shortly  to  procood  with  this. 

(5 )  Hous ing 

Further  substantial  progress  with  housing  has  boon 
notod  with  groat  satisfaction.  Housing  as  is  well  known 
to  all  . •  ‘  remains  tho  chief  concern  of  tho  District. 

The  nood  is  dosperate. 


Hpuses  o roc  tod 
during  yoar 

Perm:  Temp : 


Houses  in  course 
of  o  root  ion 

Perm:  Temp: 


Local  Authority 

24 

0 

38 

0 

Private  Entorpriso 

13 

0 

0 

0 

Total s ....... . 

37 

0 

38 

0 

Houses  required  - 

(a)  To.roplaco  thoso  unfit  .  . ..  54 

(b)  To  abate  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

(c)  Where  conditions  aro  unsatisfactory,  o.g., 
two  families  living  in  .same  house  ,  but 

not  included  in  (a)  or  (b)  ...  . .  240 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council 
Houses  at  tho  end  of  year  . .  ...  ...  632 

It  is  notod  that  tho  figures  for  (a)  &  (b)  show  an 
incroaso  whilst  those  for  (c)  &  (d)  a  fall  on  the 
procoding  year. 

Tho  pormitted  building  programme  is  not  cons  idorod 
sufficient  for  the  noods  of  tho  District. 

SECTION  E. 

A.  Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Total  number  of  rogistorod  dairy  farms  ...  38 

(b)  Numbor  of  retailors  ...  . .  18 

(c)  Numbor  of  producor -retailor s  includod  in  (b).  16 

(d)  Numbor  of  liconsod  pasteurizing  plants  ...  0 

(o)  Numbor  of  hoat  troatmont  plants  not 

included  in  (d)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

There  are  three  Tuberculin  To s tod  and  fivo  Accredited 
Producers . 

Number  of  licences  given  to  graded  milk  producers  by  the 
County  Council  -  Tuberculin  Tested  3;  Accredited  5. 

(5) 


Number  of  licorices  for  Pasteurization  by  Local 

Authority  ....  ....  .  .....  ....  Nil. 

It  is  hope-1  that  ultimately  all  cattio  with  be 
Tuberculin  1'osted,  and  only  T.T.  milk  supplied. 

The  C  oun  ty  C  oun  c  il  lab  or  a  t  or  7  un dor  take  s  the 
examination  of  samples  of  milk  and  churn  washings 
and  cloanlinoss  of  milk  bottles. 

During  tho  yoar  all  samples  of  milk  for  cloanlinoss 
and  tuberculosis  examination  woro  takon  by  tho 
Somerset  County  Sampling  Officers. 

B.  Moat  &  Other  Food 

Numbor  of  Licensed  Slaughter  houses  in  District.... 
Number  of  Rogistorod  Slaughter  houses  in  District.. 
Number  of  Slaughter  houses  in  uso  whero  horses 

aro  slaughtorod  for  human  consumption  . . 

Names  of  any  in  uso  under  Ministry  of  Pood . 

Slaughter  houses  rogistorod  in  collaboration 
with  Ministry  of  Food  for  occasional 
slaughter  ing  of  pigs  . . .  5 

C  •  Adulteration  • 

No  action  has  boon  takon  under  tho  Sales  of  Drugs  Act. 

D,  Chomical  &  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Tho  County  Council  Laboratories  at  Taunton  carry  out 
any  oxamination  nocossary. 

Ice  Cream; - 

Number  of  promises  rogistorod  far: 

(a)  Manufacturo  . .  8 

(b)  Salo  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Tho  majority  of  promises  aro  not  of  a  high  standard 
in  relation  to  modern  oquipmont. 

E.  Nutrition 

IF  is  considorod  that  tho  hoalth  and  physique  of 
children  is  showing  a  continued  impr ovomont .  Tho 
distribution  of  milk  in  schools  and  school  moals  aro 
very  helpful.  Other  factors  which  aro  likely  to  bo 
or  aro  beneficial, aro  fair  rationing,  and  the  now 
Health  Service. 

Tho  ’few  unsatisfactory  casos  can  nearly  always 
bo  attributed  to  poor  parontal  mentality. 

It  is  not  considered  that  tho  importance  of  human 
milk  far  infants  is  adoquatoly  appreciated  by  mothers  . 
Bulk  in  babios  is  mistaken  for  hoalth  and  stamina. 

Further  facilities  for  obtaining  advice  are  required  and 
•for  tost  weighing. 


(6) 


00  mo 


F,  Notifiable  Dipoasos 

(excluding 

Total  Casos 

Tuborculosis)  during  the  Ye 

Casos  Adnittod 

Pise  a  so 

Notified 

to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Total 

Do  aths 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

2 

0 

Moaslo  s 

233 

1 

Oi 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

4 

0 

1 

Vaccination. 

No  vaccinations  havo  boon  performed  by  tho  Modical  Officer 
of  Health  under  tho  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention) 
Regulations,  1907. 

Diphtheria 

No  o  a  so  s  v/oro  reported  in  this  District 

Number  of  Children  immunised  from  January,  1934.  to 

December,  1948:- 


Under  1 

1 

2 

3  i 

4 

j  5-9  i 

10-14 

Total 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945  ] 

I 

1944 

1939/431 1934/38 

i 

29 

157 

166 

142 

219 

664 

j 

545 

1922 

1 

Estimatod  population  under  15  years  of  age... .2570, 


Scabies 

The  few  cases  that  occur  are  treated  by  the  family 
doc  tor  • 


Tuborculosis 


Respiratory 
Non-Rospirat ory 


Total  Cases  Total 

Not if ied  Deaths 


6 

3 


2 

0 


My  thanks  are  duo  to  my  colleagues  for  their  great 
and  ossential  assistance  in  preparing  this  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bo, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


(Sgd)  A.  H.  BULLEID  (Dr.). 


